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Facebook offers 370 lakh a
year to HT-Kanpur student

KANPUR {UP), DEC 9

» SOCIAL networking giant
Facebook has offered
about Rs 70 lakh per

annum package to an lT.
student here in the ongo- .

-ing campus placements,

"M Tech (computer sci-

ence and engineering) stu-
dent Siddharth Agrawal
has been offered the pack-
age (near about Rs 70
lakh)," IIT-K registrar
Sanjeev Kashelkar said.
. . He said Facebook has
- offered high packages to
other students as well but
the one offered to Agrawal
is the highest so far.

The registrar, however,
did not disclose the exact
amount,

Last week, Facebook
-had offered a similar pack-

“age io a IT-Kharagpur

student. The placement
process in the IIT here
started on December 2
with over. 950 graduates
and, post-graduates vying
for jobs in high-profile
companies like Microsoft,
GE, Infosys and TCS.

On the first day itself,
over 100 students were
placed, with 15 students
being picked up by
Microsoft. Over 400 stu-
dents have been placed so
far since the placement
process began, the regis-

. trar said,

Around 200 companies
are expected fo visit, the
institute to hire aspirants
in the coming days.

The placement pro-
gramme would end on'

‘December 22. -PTI
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IIT-G to host YETI 2011 on Dec 13-15

STAFF REPORTER .

GUWAHATI, Dec 7 -
Young Ecologist Talk and In-
teract {YETI) - the largest
students’ scientific confer-
ence in the country on ecolo-
gy, evolution, animal behav-
jour and conservation = will
be held this year at the Indian
Institute of Technology, Gu-
wahati (IIT-G) on December
13-15.

, Organized entirely by. stu-
dent volunteers from across
the country with support from
several organizations, YETI is
a unique conference prov:dlpg
a platform for students to in-
teract amongst themselves

and with national and i interna--

tional scientists.
The supporting organiza-
tions include WWF-India, Na-

ture Conservation Foundation
(NCEF), National Centre for
Biological Sciences (NCBS),
Centre for Ecological Scienc-
es, Indian Institute of Science
(IISc), Ashoka Trust for Re-
search.in Ecology and the
Environment (ATREE), Dak-
shin’ Foundation, Foundation
for Ecological Research, Ad-
vocacy and Learning (FE-
RAL), and Aaranyak. .

Originating out of a student
tonference at the National
Centre for Biological Scienc-
es (NCBS), Bangalore, in
2008, YETI has since grown
into a national platform for
student researchers. YETI
2009 and 2010 were both held
at the Indian Institute of Sci-
ence ([ISc), Bangalore.

YETI 2011 «Vlll be-held-in
Guwahati, primarily to focus

upon the.unique ‘yet under-
studied rich blodwersny of
the North east reglon of the
country. .

The conference this year
has been organized in part-
nership with the Centre for
the Environment of [IT-G
The Centre for the Envu’on-
ment of IIT-G has been sup-
porting interdisciplinary re-
search in several emerging
areas of environmental and
ecological studies since its
indeption. Besides IIT, Guwa-

- hati, YETI 2011 is being sup-

ported by 20 universities, 38
"institutes and NGOs, and 40
colleges from North-east In~
dia, in addition to several in-
dependent researchers.
YETI provides a friendly and
<nspiring platform for young
ecologists and conservation
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blologlsts,early in their career,
to present*and discuss their-
work, exchange ideas, and es-

-tablish collaborations with

their peers and contemporar-
ies across the country.

With an expected turnout of
500 students and researchers,
YETT 2011 will feature a se-
ries of plenary lectures, pop-
ular talks, documentary
screenings, workshops and
interactive sessions by prom-
inent national and internation-
al scientists as well as more
than 100 presentatlons by re-
search students alone.

Among other issues, this
year's conference will high--
light topics as varied as the
most important biodiversity
issues from the North-east,
understanding of the social
dynamics of bonnet macaque
societies, and will emphasize
the need for increased data
sharing to enhance the
growth of ecological studies
and conservation sciencg in |
India. A series of workshops
has been organized to provide
students with exposure to key
tools and techniques in the
frontier areas.of ecological
science.

YETI is open to all re-
searchers and students in the
country who are interested in
the broad discipline of ecolo-
gy and conservation. Students
are welcome to participate by
submitting abstracts of their
current or proposed work.

More information abqut the
event can be found on the
website www.meetyeti.com.
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Balaji Narasimhan

Bangalore, Dec. 9
While many mult-national
companies prefer tie-ups
with premier institutions
such as IITs and the IISc in
Bangalore, EMC, the Massa-
chusetts-headquartered stor-
age company with 2010
revenues exceeding $17 bil-
lion, has preferred to tie-up
with smaller universities that
are more focused.

“We had a tie-up with Am-
rita University in Coimbatore
recently. This university is
strong on IT security and is a
natural fit with our RSA divi-
sion,” Mr Niranjan Thiru-
male, Chief Technology
Officer, EMC Data Storage
Systems (India) Pvt Ltd, told
Business Line.

The company also has a tie-
up with institutions such as
IISc and IIT. “IISc is very
strong in machine learning
and data mining, we are also
looking at IIT Mumbai,” said
Mr Thirumale.

Among smaller universi-
ties, EMC is also looking at
PSG College in Coimbatore,
potentially for  security,

security rese

Mr Niranjan Thiramale

though this discussion can be
considered to be in its infancy

because only one conversa-

tion in this regard has hap-
pened between the company
and the university.
Discussing the need for
more research, Mr Thirumale
said that EMC was keen on
retaining its edge in technol-
ogy In areas such as cloud
computing, security, virtual-
isation (VMware, like RSA, is
one of EMC’s subsidiaries)
and other cutting edge areas.
Unlike Microsoft and IBM,
which setup separate re-
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EMC eyes tie-up with
smaller varsities to boost

arch

- PEMC is keen on

retaining its edge
in technology in
cloud computing,
security,
virtualisation and
other areas.

search entities, EMC works
with universities in various
areas. For example, in the
East Coast, they work with
MIT, with Peking University
in China, Stanford in the West
Coast, and St Petersburg State
University in Russia. India is
the fifth nede for EMC.

After working with acade-
mia, EMC hopes to monetise
on its research. “Publishing is
good for faculty, but how do
we make money?” pointed
out Mr Thirumale, but he said
that even of one out of four
projects made money, it was
sufficient. In order to encour-
age more partnerships, EMC
is also toying with fellowships
for specific PhDs in 2012, said
Mr Thirumale,
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Wet Mars: A water-tight case

Nasa Rover Finds Strongest Evidence Yet Of Water On Red Planet

San Francisco; A Nasa rover
scouting for signs of past water
on Mars has found the strongest
evidence yet — a vein of gypsum,
amineral deposited by water, pro-
truding from an ancient rock.

The rover, called Opportunity;
and its twin, Spirit, arrived on op-
bosite sides of Mars in January
2004. Over the years, the rovers,
aided by several orbiting space-
craft, have returned a convincing
bedy of evidence that Mars was
not alwaysas cold and dry.

The most convincing proof,
unveiled this week at the Ameri-
can Geophysical Union confer-
ence in San Francisco, is a thin
vein of gypsum laced inside and
protruding from an ancient rock

alongtherimof a154km widecra-
—

©NASA - digrtal version copyright/$clence Factlan/Cerbis
iy e}

LIQUID PROOF: (Right) A view of a mineral vein calted ‘Homestake' from the
panoramic camera on Nasa's Mars Exploration Rover ‘Opportunity’. The vein is
about the width of a thumh and 45cm long. It contains gypsum (also known as
_plaster of Paris), which typically forms from water flowing through rock
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ter called Endeavour.

Gypsum — commeonly known
as plaster of Paris — typically
forms from water flowing
through rock. “This is the single
most bullet-proof observation
that I can think of that we've
made this entire mission,” Cor-
nell University planetary scien-
tist Steve Squyres, lead research-
er for Nasa's Spirit and Opport-

~unity Mars rovers said. “They've
been moved around by wind,
They've been mixing with other
materials. It’s a big, jumbled up,
fascinating rhess,” Squyres said.
“This stuff formed right here.
There was a fracture in the rock.
Water flowed through it. Gypsum
was precipitated from the water,
Ené of story,” hesaid. reuters
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ALL FOR INTERNET
FREEDOM: US

WASHINGTOMN: Asserting that
freedom of expression applies
to the internet as well, the US
hais said it is in talks with India
over its plan to come up with a
regulatory system. “We are
concerned about any effort to
curtail freedom of expression
on the net,” state department
spokesman Mark Toner said.
“Im terms of India, we have a
working group on information
and communication
technology.” » PTI
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